DUN20437 S.L.C

116TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION S. RES.

Honoring and commemorating the life and legacy of Representative John
Lewis.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. PERDUE (for himself and Mrs. LOEFFLER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on

RESOLUTION

Honoring and commemorating the life and legacy of
Representative John Lewis.

Whereas the Senate mourns the loss of John Lewis, a titan
in the struggle for civil rights and equality for all races,

and commemorates his life and accomplishments;

Whereas John Lewis was born during the era of Jim Crow
in a segregated community in which racism and diserimi-
nation ran rampant;

Whereas John Lewis’s moral clarity and unwavering commit-
ment to nonviolence made his first passions preaching
and ministry;

Whereas John Lewis fought his first battle against segrega-
tion when he was just a teenager, authoring a petition for

equal access to his local public library, where African
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Americans had paid forr the construction of the facilities

but were banned from eheeking out hooks;

Whereas, before his 21st birthday, John Lewis established his
commitment to “‘good trouble” by organizing sit-ins at

segregated restaurants and theaters;

Whereas John Lewis helped found the Student Nonviclent
Coordinating Committee, which advocated for eivil dis-
obedience and neonvielent resistaice .ag&iﬂsf segregation
across the United States; bringing im te the forefront

of the strugele of the United States for civil rights;

Whereas John ILewis parvticipated in thé- 1961 Freedom
Rides, which were a series of tuips that tested a new de-
segregation ovder of interstate t‘r'a:n_sﬁ'ol_‘tatiqn facilities
and resulted in multiple béatings and the firebombing of
the bus that Jolni Lewis was supposed t(_)'be' riding;

Whereas, at 23 vears of age, John Lewis served as the
youngest member of the “Big Six”, which plavned the
1963 March on Washington, and worked alongside Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., James Farmer, A. Philip Raudolph,
Roy Wilkins, and Whitney Young to advocate for racial
equality and justice for all; :

Whereas John Lewis comageously led protestors across the
Edmmnd Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, bravely beai-
United States to live up to its founding ideals of equal

justice under the lav;

Whereas the bravery of John Lewis th_l_ring_‘?“‘Bloo_tj_l}_-‘ Sundday”™
led Congress to pass, and President Lyndon B. Johnson
to sign into law, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52
T.8.C. 10301 et seq.), enswring that African Amerieans
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have the right to fully participate in the democratic proe-
ess inthe United States: :

Whereas John Lewis faithfully served the éi_t.__\_" of Atlanta be-
tween 1977 and 1981, emhodyving _his election niglit
promise to “Hring & sense of ethics and mordl courage”
to the Atlanta City Council;

Whereas Jolhn Lewis faithfully served the 5th congressional
distriet of Georgia in the House of Representatives bhe-
tween 1987 and 2020, serving as the “conscience of the
Congress” by continning his pursuit of justice and truth
in the eapital of the United States; and

Whereas the Senate commends John Lewls for his life and
for embodying the spirit of love and digmty tluough his
uneeasing advoeacy for reconeiliation, Justice, and the

equality of all mankind: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That—
2 {1) the Senate—
3 (A) has heard with profound serrow and
4 deep regret the annpuncement of the death of
5 the Honorable Jolm Lewis, a late Member of
6 the House of Representatives; and
7 {B) respeetfully requests that the See-
g retary of __the-'S_emate
9 (1) communicate this resolution to the
10 House of Representatives; and
11 (ii) transmit an enrolled copy of this
12 resolution to the family of John Lewis; and
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1 (2) when the Senate adjowrns today; it stand
2 adjourned as a furtlier mark of respeet to-the mem-
3 ory of the Honorable John Liewis.
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