Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 16, 2015

The Honorable President Barack Obama
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

As you know, in addition to Ambassador Samantha Power’s determination two months
ago, the United Nations Security Council’s Panel] of Experts on Iran has reportedly concluded
that Iran’s October 10 test of a ballistic missile capable of carrying a nuclear weapon violated
United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1929. As we have repeatedly
emphasized, condemnations of Iran’s blatant disregard for its international obligations are not
enough. A failure of your administration to follow tough statements with tangible consequences
invites Iran to continue violating its obligations and threatens Americans and our allies.

Approximately a week after Iran’s October 10 test, Ambassador Power confirmed that
the test was a “clear violation of U.N. Security Council Resolution 1929.” After that test, many
of us called for your administration to hold Iran accountable—warning that a failure to do so
encourages more violations. Not surprisingly, on November 21, Iran reportedly conducted
another ballistic missile test.

These ballistic missile tests enhance Tehran’s capability to target our ally Israel and U.S.
military personnel in the region. They also help Iran advance its intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) program that—once fielded—Director of National Intelligence James Clapper has said
would serve as Tehran’s “preferred method of delivering nuclear weapons...” That is why itis a
mistake to treat Iran’s ballistic missile program as separate from Iran’s nuclear program. Iran is
developing ICBM capabilities for the sole purpose of enabling delivery of a nuclear weapon to
the United States.

On July 7, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Martin Dempsey,
testified that ...under no circumstances should we relieve pressure on Iran relative to ballistic
missile capabilities...” We are concerned that the nuclear agreement with Iran will do just that,
and a failure to enforce UNSCR 1929 will only relieve the pressure on Iran further.

On October 14, Ambassador Power said, “One of the really important features in
implementation of the recent Iran deal to dismantle Iran’s nuclear program is going to have to be
enforcement of the resolutions and the standards that remain on the books.” We could not agree
more, and we are concerned that your administration is failing to respond to Iran’s dangerous and
destabilizing actions out of an eagerness to see the Iran deal go forward. This approach toward



Tehran undermines further an already weak Iran deal and jeopardizes our national security
interests and the safety of Americans and our allies.

For these reasons, we urge your administration to not lift sanctions on Iran that would
provide billions of dollars in economic relief.

Thank you for your attention to this very serious issue.
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